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Next two meetings of 

 Mystery Writers Ink Society 

April 9 th 2009  and May 14 th 2009  

At 7 pm 

will be held at: 

Owlôs Nest Books 

Britannia Shopping Plaza 

815A, 49 Ave. SW Calgary, AB T2S 1G8 

OUR SPRING MEETING 

LINE UP:  

 
April 9th 2009 

 
     Mike and Susan Hare, 

booksellers     
   

The bookseller/author 
relationship:  

 
How both can benefit.  

ðððð- 
   

May  14th 2009   
    

Jim Reid         
Forensic Dentistry  
ððððð- 

 
   June   11th 2009 

 
  (tentative)  

Forensic Handwriting 
Analysis      

venue: Old Y 
ððððððð 

Also, 
Confirmed for next fall: 
John Lathrop, Calgary 
thriller author 

Be at the April 9th meeting  

and get your copy of the Special Spring Edition of   

The Mystery Press 

Welcome Ann Cooney as our New Secreatary 
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The Judging: 

Up to five finalists will be selected by the secret judging panel.  

These will be printed in a  

Special Spring Edition of  

Mystery Press.  

The special edition will be handed out at the April Ink Meeting.  

All current members are eligible to vote, and should rank the stories from the best (#1) to 

least (#5). Voting will be done at the May meeting, although you may also send your 

votes in confidence to the same email address listed in Rule # 6.  

      jaynbarn@telusplanet.net  

The Prizes 

First Prize $25 

Second Prize an anthology of Canadian short Mystery Fiction. 

 

All finalists receive a $10 fee for a one-time  publication in the  newsletter 

April 18th, 2009  

At  1300 or 1pm  

Cost: $6.00 or $4.00 for seniors  

Free for Veterans.  

Our  guide will be someone who knows about guns and the military 

structure.  

The museum is open until 1600 or 4 PM  

For further information contact Eric Sellers at  

ericsellers@shaw.ca  

The museum website: www.themilitarymuseums.com  



Volume 7 Issue No. 8 3 April 2009 

ISSN Electronic Edition 1712-3604 www.mysterywritersink.com ISSN Print Edition 1712-3682 

Did you Know?? 

That in 1835 England, the first firearms evidence  identification was done by the comparison of  the 

markings on the bullet found in the victim. to the bullet mold ( people made their own bullets from molds.) 

owned by the suspect  

The suspect confessed when presented with the evidence.. 

Submitted by Ann Cooney  
 
At the March 12th meeting, Steve Owad gave an ex-
cellent presentation on revising manuscripts.  
 
No one is going to revise for you. No acquisitions 
editor will ever take a poorly written story and re-
vise it endlessly because there is potential. If they 
or anyone else does, the intent may change a lot. 
9ÏÕȭÖÅ ÇÏÔ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȢ 
 
Three common writing problems: 

1. Common place/poor quality writing 
2. Undeveloped or unclear conflict 
3. Repetition ɀ this may be line by line (micro) 

or chapter by chapter (macro) 
 
Goals of revision: 
¶ To add in information  
¶ Provide depth (character, plot, creating a 

cause). Very few will add a lot but will sub-
tract considerably. 

¶ $/ ./4 ÒÅÖÉÓÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÄÒÁÆÔȢ )ÔȭÓ 
more important to get it done! 

 
5 Step Revision Process: 

1. FINISH the novel and let it sit.  You need to 
lose your relationship with it. 

2. Print it out and read it  somewhere where 
ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÒÉÔÅȢ 'ÉÖÅ ÉÔ Á ÃÏÌÄȟ ÈÁÒÄ ÒÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ 
ÎÏÔÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÙÏÕȢ 9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ 
ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ 
wrong. Note anything that pulls you out of 

the story (the problem may not be there but 
somewhere else where it has not been ex-
plained or foreshadowed properly). 

3. Make the BIG changes first , not the line 
edits but the plot holes, character changes. 
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔȭÓ ȬÍÏÒÅ ÏÒ ÌÅÓÓ ÏËÁÙȭ ÃÈÁÎÃÅÓ 
ÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ ÉÔ ÏÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
bored. 

4. Make significant line edits.  For example, 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÃÏÎÓÔÁÎÔÌÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ 
Ȭlooking out ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÄÏ×ȭ ɀ find a way to get 
ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȭÓ ÈÅÁÄ ÂÙ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÅȤ
scriptive. 

5. Find the best reader(s)  you can find once 
ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÄÏÎÅȢ  9ÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÈÏÎÅÓÔȟ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÉÍȤ
pressions: let me know what you think; 
ÍÁÒË ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÂÏÒÅÄ ȢȢȢȢ  !ÆÔÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÇÅÔ ÉÔ 
back, accept or reject comments. 

 
General points: 

¶ Get rid of adverbs. 
¶ 'ÅÔ ÒÉÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÒÉÔÅÒȭÓ ÖÏÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÓÓÉÖÅ 

voice (however, some writers do this 
well). Passive voice uses too many 
words and produces unclear images. 

¶ Use metaphors rather than similes. 
¶ Check for omniscient POV. 
¶ $ÏÎȭÔ ÕÓÅ ing words at eh beginning of a 

sentence. 
¶ Rarely use while, as and when. 
¶ Do global searches for the word of.  If it 

signifies a passive voice, get rid of it. 
¶ Do anything that will SAVE WORDS. 

March 12th Speaker Steve Owad 

Ruthless Revision:  

How to improve a manuscript after you have typed 

 ñThe End!ò 



Volume 7 Issue No. 8 4 April 2009 

ISSN Electronic Edition 1712-3604 www.mysterywritersink.com ISSN Print Edition 1712-3682 

 

Occasionally, our INK speakers have to cancel at the last minute. Itôs always good to 

have a backup plan. 

A new plan is to keep a collection of membersô Page 70 of their manuscripts-in-

progress. In the event of a speaker cancellation, Iôll 

bring them to the ses- sion. We can read them out 

loud (anonymously) and all have a shot at figuring 

out whatôs going on in the novel and with the char-

acters from that page alone. This will be  good for 

demonstrating how what seems so clear to the writer 

might not seem clear to the clueless reader. 

So please e-mail me your page 70. Virus-free at-

tachments are fine. Donôt cheat and send page 

68 because itôs more exciting. Part of the exercise it to remind ourselves that every 

page must be interesting. 

Iôll keep a running collection to use if needed. 

Monarch Mysteries  

is a new email newsletter that will be publishing 

short mystery stories twice a week. All work must 

be original and have an accompanying statement to 

that effect. No queries,  send full story  in email. 

Include full name, email address and either pay pal 

account name or street address for payment. Sto-

ries should be 500ð1500 words. Story will be pub-

lished in the email newsletter and on the ( forth-

coming) Monarch Mysteries website. 

Send to: 

monarchmysteries@yahoo.com  

Payment: $5.00 per story. 

Discovering New Mysteries is now accepting submis-

sions of original plays, screenplays, teleplays and 

short stores for both adult and youth audiences. 

Deadline for submissions is August 30, 2009. A panel 

of professional readers will blindly review the sub-

missions and narrow the field to the final mysteries, 

who-dunnits, cop-n-robbers, courtroom dramas, 

thrillers, suspense or adventures. The festival final-

ists will be personally notified by January 2010 with 

national press coverage of the finalists? Perform-

ances to be released  shortly thereafter. 

Best New Work, $10,000 prize ; Most Promising New 

Writer, $5,000 prize; Outstanding Screenplay or 

Teleplay, $2,500 prize; Best Work for Young Adults 

( ages 12-18) $1,000 prize 

Best Short Mystery Play (1-Act plays, short screen-

play, short story)$1,000 prize 

http://www.newmysteries.org/submission_guidlines/ 

Page 70 

ñFinding the  stories is not the hard part.  

Writing them down is.ò 

 ðð Annie Proulx 
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Central Library 

 

Be the Next Shakespeare 

Tuesday April 14  6-7:30 pm 

Learn to take your play from initial idea to opening 

night. 

 

Creative Writing Club 

Mondays Jan12; Jan 26; Feb 23;March 09; March 23 

April 06; April 20 

6-7:30 pm 

Share your work, get advice, and brainstorm ideas with 

other writers. 

 

A r t h u r  E l l i s  A w a r d s  

S h o r t l i s t  R e l e a s e  

E v e n t  

Join us for the Release Event of the finalists for 
the Arthur Ellis Awards - Canada's national 
awards for crime writing, and chat with local 
crime writers about award winning fiction. Co-
sponsored by Crime Writers of Canada and Cal-
gary Public Library. 

Thursday, April 23 @ 6:00 - 7:00 PM 
Central Library, Main Floor - New and Notable 
Area 
616 Macleod Trail SE 

No registration required  

Calgarypubliclibrary.com 

Break Free and Write 

Saturday, April 25th, 2009  

10:00 am ï 3:00pm 

Registration starts at 9:30  

Lunch is Included 

Sundance Lake Residents Association,  

63 Suncrest Way S.E. Calgary 

 

Morning:  Lyle Lachmuth, The Unsticking 

Coach 

Afternoon: Mini-Writing Retreat 

Fogged in? Stuck fast?   

Blocked?    Just not writing? 

Recognize your writing state?  Then this workshop is 
for you.  Shake off the dust covers of winter, loosen 
the tight soil around the roots, plant some seeds, 

add sun and light and let the writing flow. 

Learn:  

                How your personality helps and hinders 
your writing. 

                How to identify your deepest fear and 3 
ways to conquer it. 

                How to defeat the Overwhelming Beast 
and release your creative energy. 

                5 tricks for getting started when your 

ideas and enthusiasm are gone astray. 

Grab pens and paper and join us for an enthu-

siastic, hands-on workshop guaranteed to get 

your ASSets in gear!  Keep the energy flowing 

over lunch and conversation with other writ-

ers.  Maximize your jump-start with an after-

noon of writing ï a mini-retreat.  Work on your 

own writing project or pick a writing exercise 

scroll to set your direction.  

Workshop and Lunch - $45.00 - Afternoon Mini Retreat Included  

Mini-personal coaching sessions available on-site to lucky winners.   

Door Prizes include 2 (1 HR) Creativity Coaching Sessions with 

Lyle (good for 30 days)   

www.theunstickingcoach.com 

REGISTER NOW using the easy PayPal link.  Deadline:   

April 21st, 2009 

www.albertaromancewriters.com 

Registrations sent by MAIL must be RECEIVED NO LATER than 

APRIL 17, 2009  

Mail to: ARWA 

223- 12 Ave SW Calgary, AB  T2R 0G9 

Questions?  E-mail Mahrie Glab at glabmj@telusplanet.net 

http://www.theunstickingcoach.com/
http://www.albertaromancewriters.com/
mailto:glabmj@telusplanet.net
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Mystery Writers Ink Society 

223-12th Avenue SW  

Calgary, Alberta Canada 

T2R 0G9 

mysterywritersink@hotmail.com 

Mission Statement: 

Mystery Writers Ink Society  

shall support writers of mystery fiction  

by  

providing networking opportunities  

and by  

educating and informing writers  

about writing techniques, publishing, and marketing .  

2008ð2009 Executive 

President:               Bernie Visotto 

Vice President:       Anne Jane 

Secretary:        Ann Cooney 

Treasurer:               Jayne Barnard 

Program Chair:       Susan Calder Arnold 

Publicity:                 Pam Mc Dowell 

Reception:               Jenny Hoops 

Newsletter:             Margaret Brick 

Library:                    Shirlee Smith Matheson 

 
Myster-e-Press is always looking for new submissions. 

If you have something you would like to see in the newsletter contact: 

Margaret Brick:   mbrick2@telus.net  

MWIS reserves  the right to edit submissions 

Myster E Press 


